FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION RQ-2

WASHINCGTON, OLE. HE

Caray R. Holliday, Treasurer
Republican Party of Louisiana

7916 Wrenwood Boulevard, Suite E
Baton Rouvge, L& TFO809

Identification Number; C00187450 Apn A A0l
Reference: October Quarterly RBeport (7/1/00-9/30/00)
Dear Ms. Hollhiday:

This letter is prompted by the Commission'’s preliminary review of the repert(s)
seferenced above. The review raised questions concerming certain information contained
in the report(s). An iternization follows:

-Schedule A of vour report (pertinent portion(s) attached) discloses a
contribution(s) which appears to exceed the Limits set forth in the Act. 2
US.C. §441a(f) and 11 CFR §110.1{d) preclude a commitice and 1its
affiliates from teceiving contributions from another political committee ot
person in excess of $35,000 per calendar year.

If the cantribution(s) in question was incompletely ot incorrect]y disclosed,
you should amend your original report with the clarifying information. If
the contribution{s) you rectived exceeded the limits, you mmust seek
reattribution of the contribution pursvant to 11 CFR §110.1{k), transfer-out
the amount in excess of $5,000 to an account not used to influence federal
elections or refiund the excessive amount to the donor(s) in accordance with
11 CFR £103.3(b). In the best intereat of your conwmittes, ali reattributions,
transfers-out, and refunds should be made within sixty days of the
treasurer’s Teceipt of the contribution{s). In order to protect the donor's
interests, the Commission recommends that you inform the contributor{s) in
writing to provide the donor(s) with the option of granting writiei
authorization for a reatinbution or imnsfer-out io another account or
receiving a refund.

Please inform the Commission of your comective action immediately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for the mansfer-out or
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refimd. In addition, any reattributions should be reported as mema entries
on Schedule A of the report covering the period during which the
authorization for the reattribution is received  Any transfers-out or refunds
should be disclosed on Schedule B supporting Line 22 or 28 of the report
duting which the transsction was made.

Although the Corwnission may fake further legal action regarding the
acceptance of an excessive contribution(s), prompt action by your
committea to seek reattribution, transfar-out or refund the excessive amount
will be taken into consideration.

-Schedule A of your report discloses a contribution(s) from an organization
which is not & political committee Tegistered with the Commission
(pertinent portion(s) attached). In additien, the contribution appears to
exceed the limits set forth in the Act. 2 US.C, §441alf) precludes &
political committee from receiving contributions from a person or anather
committee in excess of $3,000 in a calendar year.

The Commission notes ihe refund of the apparent impenmissible funds
received from an organizetion that is not a registered political commuttes
disclosed on the 30 Day Post-General Report. Although the Commission
may take further legal action concerning the acceptance of impermissible
fands, your prompt corrective action will be taken into consideration.

_The totals listed on Lines 11{b) and 11(c), Column B of the Detaiiec

Summary Page(s) appear to be incomect. Please be advised that you should

add the "Calendar Year-to-Date" total from your previeus report o the

cutrent "Tewal This Pegod” figure from Column A to derive the comedt

Column B totals. Please amend your report and any subsequent reparts that
. ay be affectad by this cotrection.

-On Schedule D of your previous report, you disclosed a debt{s) ewed to
ilton Hotel and Bauer for President. This obligation{s}, however, has
been omitted from this report. Please amend your report to include ths
debt(s) on Schedule D and Line 10 of the Swmmury Page. All debtz and
obligations must be disclosed until extinguished. 11 CFR §104.11

Commission Regulations requite that a committee disclose the
identification of all mdividuals who contribute in excess of $200 in a
calendar year. (11 CFR §104.3(a)(4)1D) Identification for an individua) is
defined as the foll mame, mailing address, cccupation and name of
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employer. {11 CFR §100.12) Your report discloses contributions from
individuals for which the identification i not complete,

You must provide the missing information, or if you are unable ta do 50,
you must demonstrate that “best efforts”™ have been used to obtain the
information. To establish “best efforts,” you must provide the Commisaion
with @ detailed descripion of your procedures for requesting the
information. Establishing “best efforts™ is a three-fold process.

First, your criginal solicitation must include a clear and conspicuous request
for the contributor information and mmst inform the contributor of the
requirements of federal law for the reporting of such information. {11 CFR -

§104.7(5)(1))

Secand, if the information is not provided, you must make one follow-up,
stand alons effort to obtain this information, regardless of whether the
contibution(s) was solicited or not. This effort must cceur no later than 30
davg efter receipt of the contribution and may be in the form of a written
Tequest or an oral request documented in writing. (11 CFR § 104.7(b)(2))
The request must:

e clearly ask for the missing information, without soliciting a contribution;

s jnform the contributor of the requirements of federal law for the
reporting of such infarmatien, and

s if the Tequest is written, include a pre-addressed post card or retum
envelope.

Third, if you receive contributor information after the contribution(s) has
been reparted, you shall either a) fils with your next regularly scheduled
report, an amended memo Schedule A listing all the coninbutions fer which
additional information was received; or 1) file on or before your next
regularly scheduled reporting date, amendments to the report(s) ariginally
disclosing the contribution(s). (11 CFR §104.7{b)}4))

Please provide the missing information or a detailed descniption of your
proceduree for requesting the information, For more information on
demonstrating “best efforts,” please refer to the Carmpaign Guide.

-Schedule A supporting Line 12 discloses a transfer(s)-in from RN,
Schedule B supporting Line 21(b) reflects payments for yard signs and the
purchase of sign stakes. Please be advised that @ state ot local party
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committee nay pay for campaign materials (such as bumper stickers) that
are distributed by voluntesrs in connection with activity on behalf of the
party’s nominges in 2 general election. Payments for this type of activity
ars exempt from the definition of a contribution or expenditure if certain
conditions are met, The conditions are that no public advertising may be
used, including distribution by direct mail (mailings by 2 cormmercial
vendor of from commercial lstsy, all funds used for the activity must be
permitted under the Act; none of the fimds used may have been designated
for a perticular candidate; and finslly, payments for the activity may not be
made from transfers-in from the national conmmittee to specifically fund the
activity. Tor further guidance, please refer to 11 CFR §100.7(b)(15} and
(17) and to the Campaign Guide for Party Committees,

Piease clarify the nature of the transfer(s)-in and subsequent payments for
the aforementioned disbursement(s). If the activity disclosed on your report
does not meet the definition of “exempt” activity as described above and if
" any portion of the expenditures were made on behalf of specifically
identified candidates, that amount must be disclosed on Schedule B or F
supporting Line 23 or 25 of the Detailed Summary Page as appropriate

Your repert discloses a payment(s) on Schedule B er H4 to Federal
Express, Southwest Computer Bureau, and Susan H. Stewart that has not
been recorded on Schedule D Debt payments must also be reflected on
Schedule D. Please amend yonr report to clerify this discrepancy. 2 ULS.C.
§434(b)} 4}

_Iterized disbursements must inclode & brief statement or description of
why the disbursements were made. Flease amend Schedule(s) H4 of your
teport to  clarify the following description(s):  consulting
eervices/administration, party mtg expenses/administration, prof service-
event plenner/administration, prof services-consulting/administration,
parhizmentarian services/administration, and prof services/administration.
For further guidance regarding acceptable purposes of disbursements,
please refer to 11 CFR §104.3(b)(3).

_Payments made to credit card companies tust identify the oniginal vendors
from which you have purchased an item or service if your payments to these
vendors have exceeded $200 this year. Please amend your report by
providing the mailing address, date, smount and purpos¢ of such payments
as required by 11 CFR §104.9(b}. '

Please clarify all expenditures made for advertising/adminisiration on
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Schedule(s) H4. If a portion or all of these expendiiures were made on
behalf of specifically identified federal candidates, this wmount should be
disclosad on Schedules B, E or F supporting Lines 23, 24 or 25 and include
the arnount, hame, address and office sought by each candidate. 11 CFR

§5104.3(b) and 106.1

Your report disclosed a category of financial activity that hay been
reflected an the wrong line of the Detailed Summary Page, Centributions
from federal candidates coramittecs and other political commitiees should
be properly disclosed on a separate Schedule A, gupporting Ling 11(c) {not
Line 11(b}} of the Detniled Summary Page. Flease refer to the instructions
contained on the forms to deiermine the proper categorization when

preparing your next filing.

A written response or an amendment to your original teport(s) correcting the above
problem(s) should be filed with the Federal Election Commission within fifteen {15) days
of the date of this letter. If you need assistance, please feel free fo contact me on our
toll-free number, (800} 424-9530 (at the prompt press 1, then press 2 to raach the Eeports
Analysis Division). My local number is {202) 694-1 130,

Sinceraly, )

Edward D. Rysn
: Reports Analyst
204 Reports Analysis Division
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